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20. OLDIN | HRISEY

Timi hakarlaveida er sér kafli i sdgu Hriseyjar og verdur
hans ekki getid hér ad neinu marki. Hafin er uppbygging
a safni tengdu nafni pess manns sem bar h6fud og
herdar yfir adra er peim veidum tengdust. [ pvi safni
verdur i mali og myndum sagt fra sjomdénnum og peim
veidarferum sem notud voru vid hinar erfidu
hakarlaveidar sem stundadar voru a litlum seglskipum
langt Uti fyrir Nordurlandi fyrr a tid.

Sidan gengur véladldin i gard. Fyrsti métorbaturinn
sem Eyfirdingar eignast kemur til heimahafnar i Hrisey
i marsbyrjun arid 1905 og bratt koma fleiri batar.
Bryggjur eru byggdar,allt fra Stekkjarnefi og Gt i Ystabae
og urdu peer allt ad tuttugu talsins. Bryggjurnar voru
haar og mjoar og purftu mikid vidhald. Margar voru
teknar upp a haustin adur en brim og stérsjoar vetrarins
téku voldin. Sidan var peim hréflad aftur upp & vorin.
Petta var mikil vinna, enda voru bryggjur pessar flestar
horfnar um 1950, nema ein su voldugasta. Han var
kdllud KEA bryggjan og var hin par sem héfnin i Hrisey
er nd.

A drunum 1930-1950 var eflaust mesti uppgangstiminn
i Hrisey. Sildarséltun var mikil, fiskveidar voru stundadar
af miklu kappi og ibuatalan margfaldadist yfir
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sumartimann. Linu- og sildarstulkur streymdu til
eyjarinnar af 6llum landshornum. Enn er piskrad um
lifid | Hrisey a pessum tima a setustofum dvalarheimila
aldradra vids vegar um landid. bar er talad hin undurfégru
og lognveeru kvold pegar midnaetursolin 1€k um tinda
fjallanna og par er sagt fra pvi pegar gengié var hénd
i hdnd upp a eyjuna pegar hium sidsumarkvdlda faerdist
yfir haf og haudur og lyngid var svo mjukt og angadi
svo dasamlega. Par er talad um astina sem menn fundu
a pessari avintyraeyju og attu sidan i huga sinum og
hjarta upp fra pvi.

Eftir 1960 fer ad halla undan feeti hvad sildarséltun
i Hrisey vardar, likt og annars stadar & Nordurlandi.
Sildin hverfur af midunum og sildarplénin standa aud
og tom; ibaum fer ad faekka i eynni.

Enn byr samt folk i Hrisey sem er fullt bjartsyni a
framtid stadarins. bad efast ekki eitt augnablik um ad
hér eigi eftir ad vera blémlegt |if i framtidinni & pessari
eyju sem er laus vid skarkala heimsins og allir lifa i
fridi og satt vid gud og menn.

THE 20. CENTURY IN HRISEY

The period of shark fisheries, which marks a special chapter
in Hrisey’s history, will not be dealt with here to any
significant extent. The construction has begun of a museum
related to the one individual who stood taller than all others
involved in those fisheries. The museum will contain, in
words and pictures, stories of the sailors and the gear they
used during the hazardous shark fisheries that were carried
out from small sailing vessels deep off the north Iceland
coastline in earlier times.

This was followed by the age of machinery. The first motor
vessel owned by people in Eyjafjérdur arrived at its home
port in Hrisey in the beginning of March in 1905 and soon
more of them came along. Piers were built in various places
along the fiord, about twenty of them in all. The piers were
tall and narrow and they were heavy on maintenance Many
of them were dismantled in the autumn to save them from
being put to the test of the mighty surf and high seas of
winter. In spring they would be hastily reassembled. This
was heavy work and by 1950 most piers of this type had
disappeared, apart from the largest one which was known
as the KEA pier located where Hrisey harbour is now.

The decades 1930-1950 were without doubt the times of
greatest growth in Hrisey. The herring salting was thriving,

there were vigorous fishing operations and the population
multiplied in the summer. Girls flocked to the island from
all parts of the country to bait the fishing lines and salt
the herring. Life in Hrisey in those bygone times still gives
rise to nostalgic conversations in the sitting rooms of old
people’s homes all over Iceland. There is talk of the
wondrous beauty of the summer evenings when the midnight
sun touched the mountain tops and there are tales of
walking hand in hand along the island moors when the
twilight of late summer evenings softened the aspect of
land and sea and the heather was so soft and wonderfully
fragrant. There is talk of love discovered on this island of
adventure and cherished in minds and hearts ever since.

After 1960 the herring salting begins to decline in Hrisey
as everywhere else in North Iceland. The herring abandoned
the fishing grounds and the salting stations were left empty
and deserted; the population of the island began to dwindle.

But there are still people in Hrisey who are filled with
optimism with regard to the local future. They do not doubt
for one moment that a prosperous future lies in store for
this island that is so far from the madding crowd and where
all men live in peace and harmony with god and their fellow
human beings
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