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Alda Halldorsdottir faeddist a Akureyri
6. februar arid 1913. Foreldrar hennar voru
Halldor Sigurbjornsson sjomadur faddur
a Vallanesi i S-Mulasyslu og Gudlaug
Olafsdottir fra Steindyrum & Latrastrond,
en pangad la leid Halldors og ma atla ad
bar hafi pau kynnst. Halldor fluttist sidan til
Hriseyjararid 1901 og Gudlaug um ariseinna
og giftust pau i Hrisey arid 1911. Halldor
fadir Oldu drukknadi med vélbatnum Fram
fra Hrisey 3. september arid 1912, nokkru
adur en Alda feeddist. Paer madgur bjuggu
afram i Hrisey asamt Olafi modurbrédur
hennar. Pau leigdu fyrst i Wathnehusinu en
fluttu i Holt arid 1920. bar ox Alda litla ur
grasi i skjoli modur sinnar og modurbrodur.
Alda eignadist sidan husid arid 1941, pa

28 ara gomul.
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Alda var mikil hannyrdakona. Longum stundum satu paer
madgur med handavinnu sina og horfdu Ut um sudurgluggana
i Holti. bad for fatt fram hja pessum samrymdu madgum i
Holti sem bjuggu par saman allt til pess ad Gudlaug modir
Oldu lést arid 1972.

Alda was keen on knitting and needlework. Sometimes she
and her mother sat with their handicraft, looking out through
the south-facing windows in Holt where they lived together
until Alda’s mother, Gudlaug, died in 1972.
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Amma Hriseyinga

Alda var mikill dyravinur. Allavetur fodradi
hun stora hopa af smafuglum a skafli vid
husid. brestirnir voru sérstaklega haendir
ad henni og komu oft inn i forstofu hussins
bar sem bidu peirra rusinur. Alda taladi vid
ba eins og pegar madur talar vid mann.

| gegnum arin atti Alda bysna marga ketti.
Einn peirra var henni sérlega keer. Hun
kalladi hann Bubba kong. Bubbi kongur var
gaedakottur sem lét alla fugla i fridi. Alda
hafdi a ordi ad hann passadi haenuungana a

medan hun feeri i budina.

Husid byggdi Gunnar Helgason skipstjori arid 1906. Fyrst var
bad nefnt Gunnarshus en fékk sidar nafnid Holt. | hisinu var
fyrsta veitingasalan sem um getur i Hrisey og a pvi var skilti
sem 4 st6d: Ol - Kaffi - Limonadi. Husinu var seinna breytt
mikid, risid tekid af og sett a pad valmapak og um 1965 var
byggt vid pad stofa med kjallara undir.

The house, builtin 1906, was home to Hrisey’s first restaurant,
boasting a sign advertising Malt drink - Coffee - Lemonade.
Later, the house underwent significant changes, including a
new, altered roof, an extension and a basement.
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Alda med hratinn Nixon. Allt fra pvi ad Alda flutti i Holt voru
bar um 30 kindur. | saudfjarbuskapnum var Alda allt i 6llu.
Hun var mjog naergaetin vid pessa vini sina, pekkti hverja kind
og gaf peim 6llum nofn, medal annars tveimur hrdtum nofnin
Nixon og Pompidou. Hiun hafdi komid sér upp reykkofa og
reykti par kjot fyrir marga i eynni.

When Alda moved to Holt farm, she soon made friends with
the sheep and named all of them; two rams, for example,
were Nixon and Pompidou. Alda built a small smokery where
she smoked mutton for many islanders.
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Alda tok myndir og safnadi peim. Hun atti
myndir af fjolmorgum Hriseyingum, jafnt
heimamonnum sem brottfluttum. Alda hafdi
gaman af eettfraedi og var hun hafsjor af
frodleik i peim efnum. Hun var heimakeaer
og for litid fra Hrisey, nema pa helst til
Akureyrar. Tvisvar sinnum um avina for hun
til Reykjavikur og einu sinni vestur i Dali.

Alda var safnari af guds nad. Oft pegar folk
var ad flytja ur eynni og ztladi ad henda
hlutum, fékk Alda ad hirda pad sem hun
vildi. Hun eftirlét sveitarfélaginu husid og
innbuid eftir sinn dag og var osk hennar ad
bad yrdi notad sem visir ad byggdasafni.

Alda Halldorsdottir lést a Sjukrahusinu a
Akureyri 24. juli arid 1998.
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ALDA HALLDORSDOTTIR

Hrisey’'s Grandmother

Alda Halldorsdottir was born in Akureyri on
February 6th 1913. Her parents were Halldor
Sigurbjornsson, fisherman, born in Vallanes
farm, South Mulasysla District and Gudlaug
Olafsdottir from Steindyr farm, Latrastrond.
They probably became acquainted when
Halldor moved there.In 1901 he settled down
in Hrisey and about a year later Gudlaug
joined him. They were married in Hrisey in
1911.

Halldor, Alda’s father,
September 3rd 1912, shortly before Aldawas

drowned on

born. Alda, her mother and her maternal
uncle, élafur, continued living in Hrisey; first
renting the house Wathnehus, then moving
to Holt in 1920 where Alda grew up under
the care of her mother and her uncle. When
she was 28 years old, in 1941, Alda bought
the house.

Alda loved animals and, every winter, fed
flocks of snow buntings. Redwings often
visited her porch, waiting for their raisins and

she talked to them as if they were people.

Over the years, Alda owned many cats but
one, King Bubbi, was her favourite. He was
a model cat as he left the birds alone. Alda
said he watched over the baby chickens while
she went to buy groceries.

Alda took and collected photographs,
many of which featured local people, past
and present. She also loved to delve into
genealogy and was a fountain of knowledge
in that field. A home-loving woman, she
seldom left Hrisey, although she did visit
Akureyri, went twice to Reykjavik and once
to Dalir district in the west.

Shewasaborncollectorandwhensomeone
was moving away from Hrisey, Alda was
allowed to keep whatever she wanted. She
bequeathed Holt and all its contents to
Hrisey District expressing the wish that the
house and its contents should be the first
seed of a district museum. Alda died in
Akureyri Hospital on July 24th, 1998.

Alda giftist aldrei og atti engin born, en barngdd var hun og pvi
stundum kollud amma Hriseyinga. Pess ma geta ad hun gaf
hverju barni sem faeddist i eynni sparisjédsbok med 1.000 kr.
inneign. Pegar for ad gjosa i Vestmannaeyjum arid 1973 sendi
Alda pangad peninga sem attu ad fara i bjorgun dyranna sem
par urdu eftir. Med Oldu er Helgi RGnar Jénsson.

Alda never married nor had offspring, but she was a friend to
many children on Hrisey; every child born there received 1,000
ISK'in a savings account from Alda and therefore some people
called her Hrisey’s grandmother. She also donated money to
save animals during the Westman Islands eruption.
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Alda atti alltaf mikid af blomum. Hun eignadist Litid grédurhus
fyrir tilstudlan vina sinna og par raektadi hun margs konar
rosir og onnur blom. Par var Alda einatt ad storfum og ef hun
sa einhvern ganga hja var hun meaett 4t ad gotunni med ros i
hendi til ad gefa.

Alda loved flowers. Her friends helped her to acquire a small
greenhouse where she cultivated roses and other flowers.
Alda was often in the greenhouse and liked to give roses to
passers-by.
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Strax @ barnsaldri for Alda ad vinna vid beitningu og
uppstokkun. Sidar var pad sildarsoltunin, fyrst med Gudlaugu,
modur sinni, en sidan ein og o6studd, pdtt hun naedi varla nidur
4 botn tunnunnar. i frystihisi K.E.A. vann hun i aratugi og
flakadi fisk af miklum maa.

As a child, Alda baited fishing lines. She salted herring when
so small that she could barely reach the bottom of the barrel.
Alda worked for decades as a fish filleter in the local freezing
plant.
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