-Grimsey er nyrsta byggd Islands og liggur 41

km nordur af landi. Hun er 5,3 fm2 ad staerd og

lengst 5,5km og haesti punkturhennarer105m ;

_yfirsjgvarmali. Nyrstliggur heimskautsbaugur
bvert yfir eyjuna. Vegna lequ Grimseyjar er
mikill munur a dagsbirtu eftir arstima. A stysta
: degi arsins er dagsbirta i 2 klst og 15 minGtur
| enieinnmanud yfirhasumarid sest sélin aldrei
og pa er-albjart allan sélarhringinn.
Lengst af var buid a 10 jﬁréum i Grimsey en
smam saman risu fleiri hus i landi gomlu
jaréanna og litid porp myndadist ofan Sand-
vikur ar landi gémlu Sandvikurjaréanna. ibdar
voru flestir 125 i kringum 1930 en eru nu um
80 talsins.
Grimseyingar stundudu sjalfspurftarbuskap
og lifdu a pvi sem sjorinn og eyjan gaf af ser.

Lengi vel var engin verslun i eynni en 1883

. . :
- .

vard Grimsey l8ggiltur verslunarstadur. {btar
pontudu vorur fra kaupmonnum & Huasavik

og greiddu fyrir med saltfiski og 6drum-

soluvérum. Eftir 1918 stofnudu heimamenn
ve.rslun og lagdist pontunarverslun pa af.
Kaupfelag Eyfirdinga rak verslun i Grimsey
1929-2000 en i dag er verslunin alfarid i eigu
heimamanna.

Sjavarutvegur var og er uppistadan i lifi Grims-
eyinga enda stutt & god fiskimid. | Grimsey
var engin hofn fra natturunnar hendi, abeins

nokkrir lendingarstadir i fjorunni, svo ad ekki

var hagt ad stunda sjoinn allt arid um kring.

Arid 1935 var fyrsta bryggjan byggd i Sand-

vikinni og 1990 var innri hofnin tekin i notkun.

Nu er gert ut allt arid og i eynni eru rekin

nokkur utgerdarfyrirtaeki sem selja badi salt- -

fisk og ferskan fisk a markad.

.1 Sandvikinni“ 1928

Medfram fjorubordinu byggdu Husavikurkaupmenn fisk-
verkunar- og verslunarhus. Husid til vinstri er Bjarnahus.
Dokka husid er Palshus, par byrjadi KEA verslunarrekstur
sinn arid 1929. Naesta his er Sélberg nybyggt, eina hisid sem
enn stendur.

Opekktur ljosmyndari.

“In Sandvik” 1928

Along the shore, Husavik merchants built premises for fish
processing and trading. KEA co-operative society commenced
its operations here in 1929. The only house still standing is the
three level guesthouse.
Unknown photographer.
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,Stulkur a Eidabakkanum™ 1928

| baksyn er Sandvikin og fram i hana skagar Sandvikurhleinin

sem. notud var sem natturuleg bryggja. Upp af Sandvikinni er
porpid ad myndast.
Ljosmynd: Matthias Eggertsson.

“Girls in Grimsey” 1928
In the background, Sandvik cove and cliffs, used in days gone

by as a natural pier. Above the cove the village is growing.

Photograph: Matthias Eggertsson.

»Sildarsdltun a stéttinni i Sandvik™ um 1960

Lengi var allur fiskur verkadur i skreid en eftir 1883 var farid
ad verka saltfisk og fra 1955 til loka sildararanna var soltud
sild i Grimsey. Stodra hvita husid er Frystihlsid sem var byggt
um 1945.

Lijdsmynd: Gudmundur Jonsson.

“Salting herring in Sandvik” around 1960

All fish was, at one time, dried, but after 1883 saltfish
processing commenced and the salting of herring was
practised in Grimsey from 1955 until the end of the “herring
years”. The large white building is the freezing plant, built
around 1945.

Photograph: Gudmundur Jonsson.
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Grimsey Island is Iceland’s most northerly
settlement. It lies about 41 km off its northern
coastline, has an area of 5.3 krr-12 and is, -at its
longest point, 5.5 km in length. The highest point
on Grimsey rises to 105 m above sea level, and
the Arctic Circle straddles the northernmost
part of the island.

Because of the island’s geographical position,
the number of daylight hours differs greatly
from season to season. On the shortest-day
of the year, daylight lasts for 2 hours and 15
minutes while, for a month in summer, the sun
never setsand itis bright right around the clock.
For centuries there were 10 agricultural hold-
ings on Grimsey, but little- by little more houses
were built on the land of the old croft‘s and a
small village was born above the Sandvik cove.
All the dwellings on GFimsey have names which
are used in everyday speech.

The people of Grimsey were, through the ages,

engaged in sustainable farming, living off the
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fruits of land and sea. On most crofts there was

a small homestead as well as a few-animals.
In 1883 Grimsey became an authorised trading
post. The islanders ordered goods and-had
those sent to them by the Orum & Wulff store
in Husavik. After 1918, new stores owned by
the inhabitants of Grimsey began to spring
up, which marked the g:nd of the old system of
trading by order. The Eyjafjorour Cooperative
Society ran a store on Grimsey from 1929-
2000; this store is now owned by the islanders
themselves.

Fishing has long been the mainstay of -life on

Grimsey, which is not surprising as it is but a

~ short distance to rich fishing grounds. Grimsey

did not enjoy the benefit of a natural harbour;
there were only a few landing placés on the
shore, which made seagoing a risky pursuit.
Up until just after 1900 fishing was conducted
from small rowing boats, as the lack of harbour

facilities made the use of larger craft much
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harder. In 19335 the first pierwas built at-Séhdvf_ = ~_h =

and in 1990 the inner harbour was completed - ==
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and taken into service. Now there are several

fishing companies on Grimsey, marke_tin"g both

Verslun® 1930’s :

Verslun Holmfridar S. Geirdal var i turni a8 husi sem hét
Strandberg sem nu er horfid. | baksyn sést sildarflotinn i
innilegu. ' :

Opekktur lijosmyndari.

“Trading” 1930’s

This store was in the tower of the house Strandberg, which no
longer exists. In the background the fishing fleet shelters in
the harbour. :
Unknown photographer.
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Fiskehatid er haldin i Grimsey 11. névember
& hverju. ri til ad minnast afmaelis Daniels -
~ Willard Fiske (1831-1904) sem steig p6 aldrei

feeti sinum a land i Grimsey.

Fiske var bandariskur préfessor vid Cornell

haskola i-New York fylki i Bandarikjunum.

“Hann leerdi islensku pegar hann var i nami i

“vid Grfl:hséyin.ga sem vardi medan hann Lifdi. &

Lo

-

komst hann i bréfasamband vid tvo menn i

Grimsey. Par med hoéfst vinattusamband hans

Arid 1901 feerdi Fiske Grimseyingum stort
bokasafn sem hann nefndi Eyjarbokasafnid.
bad er nu vardveitt i bokasafni skolans i

upprunalegum bokaskapum. | erfdaskra

= Danmorku 1849 og safnadi 6llu islensku efni  sinni anafnadi hann Grimseyingum veglegan

~sem til var a prenti auk ljosmynda af Islandi.  peningasjos, Grimgeyjarsjéé Willard Fiske, til

‘Stort safn islenskra boka og ljosmynda er nu  ad endurbata husakostinn og baeta mannlif i

vardveitti Cornell. eyjunni. | pakklaetisskyni voru nokkrir drengir

Fiske sigldi hringinn i kringum landid 1879. i Grimsey skirdir eftir honum.

Pa sa hann Grl'msey tilsyndar og heilladist  Minnismerkid um Fiske er eftir Gunnar Arna-

af dugnadi. og menningarahuga ibuanna. son myndhoggvara og var gefid af Kiwanis-

Grimseyingar voru godir skakmenn og par klubbnum Grimi. Pad var afhjupad pann 11.

sem Fiske var mikill ahugamadur um skak névember 1998.
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~Fiske bokasafnid“

Grimseyingar lasu mikid og fjolbreytt bdkasafnid
sem Fiske gaf peim 1901 kom i godar parfir.
A medan Fiske liféi sendi hann nyjar baekur &
hverju ari til safnsins.

Ljdsmynd: Timaritid Heima er best.

“Fiske Library”

The people of Grimsey were avid readers
and the large and comprehensive library
Fiske gave them was greatly welcomed.
Throughout his life Fiske sent new books
each year to add to the library.
Photograph: Journal Heima er best.

~Gamla skolahusid”

Grimseyingar reistu fyrsta skdlahusid
sitt vid Midgarda arid 1905 fyrir styrk
ur Fiskesjodnum sem Fiske anafnadi
Grimseyingum. Husid var notad il
skolahalds og skemmtanahalds fram um
1960 en er nu horfid.

Ljésmynd: Matthias Eggertsson.
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“The School house”

The first school on Grimsey was built in
1905, using a grant from the Willard Fiske
Fund. This buildingwas used for educational
and social purposes until around 1960. This
house no longer exists.

Photograph: Matthias Eggertsson.

,Taflmenn“ 1902 - e P Y L GRS

Grimseyingar voru mikié ahugafolk um skék._Aria 1901 voru
25% ibtanna taldir vera gédir taflmenn sem var hatt hlutfall
ibua. | Grimsey tefldu baedi karlmenn og konur. Hér eru myndir

af taflménnum arig 1902, - -~
Ljosmynd: Cornell haskélic* — = =~

o~

“Chess Players” 1902~~~

The people of Grimsey, both men and women, were chess
enthusiasts. In 1901 25% of the inhabitants were considered
good chess players, whichis a large percentage of the island’s
population. Here are pictures of chess players in 1902. -
Photograph: Cornell University. =

r

. Utitaflia“

Fiske gaf tafl a hvert heimili i Grimsey og vildi med pvi vidhalda
skakahugaibua. Flest peirra eru nd topud en marmarataflbord
eitt hefurvardveist med Eyjarbokasafninu. Med pvi komu engir
taflmenn og sagt er ad peir hafi évart verio sendir til Grimshy
i stad Grimseyjar. ' ‘

- Skakahuginn er enn fyrir hendi i Grimsey.

Ljosmynd: Friopjofur Helgason.

“Outdoor Chess” : | .

Fiske gave every household in Grimsey a chess set to uphold
the islanders’ interest in chess. Most of those sets are now
lost but a marble chess board has been preserved along with
the Island Library. No chessmen accompanied the board and
it is said that they were sent by mistake to Grimsby in the UK.
— Interest in chess is still very much alive in Grimsey.
Photographer: Fridpjofur Helgason.
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The Fiske Festival, on 11 November, is an
annual celebration on Grimsey Island and
commemorates the birth of Daniel Willard
Fiske (1831-1904), although this personage
ﬁever actually stepped ashore on the island.

Fiske was a professor at Cornell University in
the state of New York, USA. He learned Ice-
landic while studying in Denmark in 1849 and
collected all the printe'd'and pictorial matter he
could find concerning Iceland. A large collection
of Icelandic books and photographs are now

housed in that university.

~Willard Fiske”

Willard Fiske var sannkalladur islandsvinur. Hann birti fjolda
greina um island i erlendum blédum og vakti med pvi moti
ahuga utlendinga a landi og pj6d. Hann kunni fjolda tungumala
og var liklega fyrstur til ad kenna islensku a haskolastigi i
Vesturheimi.

Ljésmynd: Cornell haskoli.

Fiske circumnavigated Iceland in 1878 when
he saw Grimsey for the first time. He was
captivated by the diligence of the island’s people
and their interest in cultural pursuits. The
_people of Grimsey were skilled chess players,
and, as Fiske was interested in this pastime he
established a written correspondence with two
of the islanders. This was the beginning of his
lifelong friendship with the inhabitants of the
island.

In 1901 Fiske presented Grimsey Island with

a large library which he named “The Island
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“Willard Fiske” _ : : S
Willard Fiske was a true friend of Iceland. He wrote numerous -
articles on Iceland in-foreign publications, thus stimulating
interest abroad in the country and its people. He was -
multilingual,;and most likely the first person to teach Icelandic
at university level in the Western world.
Photograph: Cornell University.

Library”. This is now housed in the village
school, in the original bookcases. He also gave
a chess set to every household on the island.
In his will he left a considerable sum of mohey,
the Willard Fiske Grimsey Fund, to imprové
buildings and to heighten the islanders’ quality
of life. In gratitude for this, several island sons
were baptized Daniel. :

The Fiske memorial by Gunnar Arnason,
sculptor, and presented by the Kiwanis-Club in

Grimsey, was unveiled 11 November 1998.




