A vettvangi fyrsta sjonvarps a Islandi

A drunum 1934 til 1936 atti sér stad merkileg tilraunastarf-
semi a Sjonarhad a Akureyri. bPar toku tveir ahugamenn um
utvarp a moti sjonvarpssendingum fra Crystal Palace Studios i
Lunddnum med bunadi sem peir hofdu ad hluta til buid til
sjalfir. petta voru Bretinn Fredrik Livingstone Hogg verk-
freedingur og Grimur Sigurdsson, sidar utvarpsvirkjameistari.
A peim tima hofdu faestir Islendingar heyrt talad um sjénvarp

og voru enn ad atta sig a galdrinum sem folst i utvarpinu!

Sjonvarpsmottaka peirra félaga var tvimaelalaust fyrsta sjon-
varp a Islandi og Grimur pvi fyrsti islendingurinn til ad horfa &
sjonvarp. Raunar voru peir félagar patttakendur i sjonvarpstil-
raunum a algeru bernskuskeidi pess i heiminum. Ad hluta
fengu peir lanud teeki fra Bretlandi, en annad smidudu peir
sjalfir. Mottokuloftnet voru til stadar a Akureyri vegna pess ad
nokkrum arum adur hofdu verid gerdar par merkilegar til-
raunir a vegum Atrhurs Gook og Sjonarhadarsafnadarins til
ad setja hér a fot trubodautvarp og hafdi Fredrik L. Hogg verid
helsti teeknimadurinn i peirri tilraun. betta utvarp, sem stad-

sett var her vid husid Sjonarhad, var raunar onnur af tveimur

At the scene of

Between 1934 and 1936 remarkable experiments were con-
ducted at Sjonarhad, the house at the bottom of the hill before
us. Two communication enthusiasts received television trans-
missions from the Crystal Palace Studios in London with
equipment they had partially created themselves. The two men
were an Englishman, Fredrik Livingstone Hogg, an engineer,
and his apprentice, 22 year old Grimur Sigurdsson, who later
became a radio mechanic. At the time, few lcelanders had
even heard about television and most were still absorbing the

magic of radio that had only recently been introduced!

The transmissions received by these two men were the first in
Iceland and made Grimur Sigurdsson the first Icelander ever
to watch television. Both were experimenting during TV's
absolute infancy in the world. In order to do so they borrowed
a few devices from the UK but others they built themselves.
The antenna they needed to receive these broadcasts from
London was already present in Akureyri, because a few years
earlier the missionary Arthur Gook and his Christian Sjonar-
ha0-Congregation had pioneered radio broadcasting in lce-
land by setting up a missionary radio station at Sjonarhaed.

Fredrik Livingstone Hogg had been the main technical person

einkautvarpsstodovum i landinu fyrir tima rikisutvarps, en hin
stodin var i Reykjavik.

| upphafi fjérda aratugarins var i Lunddnum verid ad gera til-
raunir med sjonvarpssendingar um langan veg, tilraunir sem
segja ma ad hafiverio lidur i alpjodlegri keppni um hvada taekni
yroi ofan a i sjonvarpsutsendingum, einkum po og seéer i lagi i
utsendingum hja BBC. Sjonvarpsutsendingarnar sem tekid var
a moti a Akureyri voru svokallad vélraent sjonvarp, sem skoski
uppfinningamadurinn John L. Baird var frumkvoodull ad, en pad
var einmitt fyrirtaeki hans sem stod ad utsendingunum fra
Crystal Palace. Hid vélreena sjonvarp vard a endanum undir i
samkeppninni og ekki vard framhald a utsendingum a pessu
formi til Akureyrar fra hausti 1936.

Til er brot af vidtali vid Grim Sigurdsson par sem hann segir ad
teeknin sem peir Hogg hafi byggt & hafi verid 30 gata/linu
teekni, pannig ad skjarinn og myndin sem peir voru ad skoda
hefur ekki verid stor, liklega svipadur litlum farsimaskja. Til-
raunautsendingarnar voru ad sogn Grims fjogur kvold i viku
hverri og stédu i um klukkutima i hvert sinn a milli klukkan

22.00 og 23.00. Grimur lysir ekki nakveemlega hvad pad var

sem peir ad horfdu a, en getur pess po ad myndin hafi stundum
verid mjog skyr. Serstaklega rifjar hann upp ad einhverju sinni
hafi kona verid ad dansa og ad hun hafi verid med storan hring

a hendinni sem hafi sést vel.

Gilid her fyrir nedan, svonefnt Bardsgil, sem er ofan vid husid
Sjonarhad, gegnir mikilveegu hlutverki i pessari frumkvoodla-
starfsemi a svidi fjolmidlunar. Loftnetsmaostrin sem reist voru
vegna utvarpsins og sem sidar nyttust til sjonvarpsutsendinga
voru um 35 metra ha og stadsett a gilbormunum her efst i
gilinu. Ut fra mostrunum var svo umfangsmikid kerfi koparvira
sem grafnir voru i jord og pjonudu sem jardtengingar. Pessi
kopar er vaentanlega enn grafinn hér undir trjam og grodri sem

vaxio hefur upp i gilinu a lidnum aratugum.

the first television in Iceland

In that endeavour. This radio station was one of the two first in

Iceland operated before the creation of the state Broadcasting
Service, RUV. RUV had the broadcasting monopoly from
1930-1986. Both of these stations were closed down before the
state radio began operation.

At the beginning of the 1930s in London, some experiments
were being done on TV transmissions over long distances.
These experiments were part of an international competition
to see which technology would win out in the television busi-
ness. It was especially important to see which technology the
BBC would choose for its broadcasts. The broadcasts that
were received in Akureyri were based on “mechanical tele-
vision technology”, pioneered by the Scottish inventor John L.
Baird who conducted experimental transmissions from Crystal
Palace. This technology ultimately lost out in the competition
and after a major fire at Crystal Palace Studios in 1936, the
broadcasts were ceased.

In a 1980 radio interview, Grimur Sigurdsson talked about the
television project with Hogg. He said the technology they used
was based on 30-line technology, which means that the screen
and the images they were viewing were small, probably similar

to today’s cell phone screen. Transmissions were sent four

nights a week for about an hour each, between 22:00 and
23:00. Grimur did not go into detail about what they were
watching but said that sometimes the pictures were very clear.
He particularly recalled watching a dancing woman who had a

large ring on one of her fingers that they saw very clearly.

The canyon below iIs called Bardsgil. It is located above the
Sjonarhaed House, and was important in the pioneering radio
and television work in Iceland. The antenna towers that were
built for radio were later used for television broadcasts and
were about 35 meters high, located on each side on the top of
the canyon. Connected to the antenna towers was an extensive
web of copper wires that was buried in the ground and served
as the ground connection. The copper Is presumably still
buried here under the trees and vegetation that has grown up

In the canyon over the last eight decades.
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a Akureyri STilLlL

Bardsgil fyrir midri mynd og Sjonarhaed orlitid vinstra megin. Sja ma hvernig mastrin risa vid himinn a gilbormunum.

Eric Gook t.v., sonur Arthurs Gook, og Fredrik Livingstone Hogg t.h., tengja vira vegna Utvarpsstodvarinnar.

Grimur Sigurdsson vard fyrstur islendinga til ad horfa a sjonvarp.

Erlend mynd Gr myndverinu ,,.Café Del Diablo“, sem var i Crystal Palace Studios & pessum tima og var svidsumgjordin par kaffihus. | ofangreindu kaffihudsi foru fram ymis
skemmtiatridi og medal annars dansadi par kona ad nafni Doris Sonne og e.t.v. var pad hin sem peir Grimur og Hogg sau svo skyrt um kvold nordur a Akureyri.

Hér er horft ofan i Bardsgil fra svipudum sjonarholi og pegar horft er af pessum uUtsynisstad. Myndin synir gilid eins og pad var pegar buid var ad reisa mostrin og ma greinilega
sja marka fyrir jardtengingum par sem koparvirinn var grafinn.

The Bardsgil Canyon is in the center of this photo and Sjonarhad is a bit to the left. As you can see, the towers are located on both sides at the top of the canyon.

Eric Gook (left), son of Arthur Gook, and Fredrik Livingstone Hogg (right), connect the wires for the radio station.

Grimur Sigurdsson, the first Icelander to watch television.

A photograph from the studio ,,Café Del Diablo“, which was in Crystal Palace Studios at the time. It was both a stage and a café. In the café, various skits were performed.

One of the skits included a woman performing a dance. Doris Sonne was her name, and perhaps she was the woman who Grimur and Hogg saw so clearly one night in Akureyri.
Here the canyon is seen from above, from a location close to where you are now. The photo was taken after the towers were built and shows clear signs of the ground connection
where the copper wires were buried.






